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INTRODUCTION 


Mr Draper in his ‘‘ History of the 
Intellectual Development of Europe ”’ says 
“Of all men Muhammad has exercised the 
greatest influence upon the human race ” 
Lala Har Dayal MA, Ph D, says 
‘ Muhammad s immense contribution to 
civilization remains an outstanding and 
astounding Fact of History, howsoever we 
miy judge it’? Dr Johnson pays his 
tribute to Muhammad im the _ following 
words ‘His purely historical character, 
his simple humanity claiming only to be a 
man among men, his intense rcalism, avoid 
ing all mystical remoteness his rejection of 
miracle, the thoroughly democratic and 
universal form under which his idea of the 
divine monarchy led him to conceive the 
relations qf men, the force of his ethical 
appeal, his reliance on the voice and pen 
all affilate Muhammad with the modern 
world 


Bernard Shaw opines ‘I believe that 
if a man hke Muhammad were to assume 
the dictatorship of the modern world, he 
would succeed in solving its problems in a 


way that would bring 1t much needed peace 
and happiness ”’ 


‘Lhe Prophet Muhammad shed a brilliant 
light on all problems with which humanity 
has had to tackle and grapple His sayings 
deserve to be studied by all those who want 
justice, equality and brotherhood establish 
ed upon earth 


Lahore MUHAMMAD AMIN, 
August 1945 Barrister at-Law 


te 


pa td 
IN GODS NAME THE LOVING THI KIND 
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Actions will be judged according to 
intentions 


“ 


2 
The proof of a Muslim’s sincerity 1s 
that he payeth no heed to that which 1s not 
his business 


3 
No man is a true believer unless he de- 
sireth for his brother that which he desireth 
for himself 


4 


That which 1s lawful 1s clear, and that 
which 1s unlawful hkewise, but there are 
certain doubtful things between the two, 
from which it 1s well to abstain ! 


5 
Be ye enducd with divine qualities 


6 
He dieth not who giveth hfe to 
learning 


7 


Whoso honoureth the _ learned, 
honoureth me 


8 


Pray to God morning and evening, and 
employ the day in your avocations 


9 


He who neither worketh for himself, 
nor for others, will not receive the reward of 
God 


? According to Abu Da ud only these four 
sayings of the Prophet are indispensable for the 
religious guidance of man and contain the sum- 
mary of Islamic law 


10 


Whoso 1s able and fit and doth not 
work for himself, or for others, God 1s not 
gracious to him 


11 


‘hose who earn an honest living are 
the beloved of God 


12 
God 1s gracious to him that earneth his 
living by his own labour, and not by 
begging 


13 


The best of alms is that which the 
right hand giveth, and the left hand knoweth 
not of 


14 


Charity that 1s concealed appeaseth the 
wrath of God 


15 


He 1s not of me, but a rebel at heart, 
who, when he speaketh, speaketh falsely 
who, when he promiseth, breaketh his pro- 
mises, and who when trust is reposed in 
him, faileth in his trust 


9 


lo 


The Faithful (2¢ Muslims) are those 
who perform their trust and fail not in their 
word, and keep their pledge 


17 


Thus saith the Lord, “ Verily those who 
are patient in adversity and forgive wrongs, 
are the doers of exccllence ”’ 


18 
Humility and courtesy are icts_ of 
piety 
19 


True modesty 1s the source of all 
virtues 


20 


Modesty and chastity are parts of the 
Faith 


21 


The best of alms-giving 1s that which 
springeth from the heart, and 1s uttered by 
the lips to soften the wounds of the injured 

22 


They will enter the Garden of Bliss who 
have a true, pure and merciful heart 
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23 
He who 1s not affectionate to God’s 
creatures, and to his own children, God will 
not be affectionate to him 
24 
To every young person who honoureth 
the old, on account of their age, may God 
appoint those who shall honour him in his 
years 


25 
He 1s not of us who 1s not affectionate 
to his little ones, and doth not respect the 
reputation of the old, and he is not of us 
who doth not order that which 1s good, and 
prohibit that which 1s bad 
26 
He 1s true who protecteth his brother 
both present and absent 


27 
No man 1s true 1n the truest sense of 


the word but he who is true in werd, in 
deed, and in thought 


28 


To gladden the heart of the weary, to 
remove the suffering of the afflicted, hath 
its own reward’ In the day of trouble, the 
memory of the action cometh like a rush of 
the torrent, and taketh our burden away 


Il 


29 
Be persistent in good actions 


30 
He who helpeth his fellow-creature in 
the hour of need, and he who helpeth the 
oppressed, him will God help in the Day of 
Travail 


31 


What actions are most excellent? To 
gladden the heart of a human being, to feed 
the hungry, to help the afflicted to lighten 
the sorrow of the sorrowful, and to remove 
the wrongs of the injured 


32 


Who 1s the most favoured of God? Ile 
from whom the greatest good cometh to His 
creatures 


33 


He who trieth to remove the want of 
his brother, whether he be successful or not, 
God will forgive his sins 


34 


The best of men 1s he from whom good 
accrueth to humanity 
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35 


All God’s creatures are His family , and 
he 1s the most beloved of God who trieth to 
do most good to God’s creatures 


36 


Strive always to excel in virtue and 
truth 


37 


Whoever 1s kind to His creatures, God 
is kind to him, therefore be kind to man on 
earth, whether good or bad , and being kind 
to the bad, 1s to withhold him from badness, 
so that those who are in Heaven may be 
kind to you 


38 


The people for the Abode of Bliss are 
three , the first, a Just king, a doer of good 
to his people, endowed with virtue, the 
second, an affectionate man, of a tender 
heart to relations and others, the third, a 
virtuous man 


39 


I have left two things among you, and 
you will not stray as long as you hold them 
fast , one 1s the Book of God, the other the 
Laws of His Messenger 
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40 
God hath made a straight road, with 
two walls, one on each side of it, in which 
are open doors, with curtains drawn across 
At the top of the road is an Admonisher, 
who saith, “Go straight on the road, and 
not crooked ,’’ and above this Admonisher 
is another who saith to any one who would 
pass through these doorways  ‘ Pass not 
through those doors, or verily ye will fall ’’ 
Now, the road 1s Islam , and the open doors 
are those things which God hath forbidden, 
and the curtains before the doors are the 
bounds set by God , the Admonisher 1s the 
Qur’an, and the upper Admonisher God, in 
the heart of every Mu’min 
41 


My words are not contrary to the word 
of God, but the word of God can contradict 
mine, and some of the words of God abro- 
gate others (Jabir) Muhammad said, 
** Some of my words rescind others, like the 
Qur’an ” (Ibn Omar) 

42 

Verily ye are ordered the divine com- 
mandments, then forsake them not ye are 
forbidden the unlawful, then do not fall 
therein, there are fixed boundaries, then 
pass not beyond them, and there 1s silence 
on some things without their being forgot 
ten, then do not debate about them 
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43 
Learn to know thyself, O ‘Ahi 


44 


To the light have I attained and in the 
light I live 


45 


My words are Law, my example is 
Doctrine, and my state 1s Truth 


46 


A perfect Muslim is he from whose 
tongue and hands mankind 1s safe, and a 
Muhajir!1is he who fleeth what God hath 
forbidden 


47 


Inform me in the matter of Islam, so 
that I may have no occasion to ask others 
about it Prophet Muhammad said ‘Say, O 
Sufyan, ‘ I believe in God ,’ after which obey 
the commandments, and abandon the things 
forbidden ”’ 


? Those companions of the Prophet who fled 
from Mecca and went into exile with him were 
called Muhajirs— Performers of the Iijrah 
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48 


If envy were proper, two persons would 
be the most proper objects of it, one, a 
man to whom God hath given riches, and 
appointed to bestow in charity , the other, 
to whom God hath granted the knowledge of 
religion, and who acteth thereon himeelf, 
instructing others 


49 


Men differ like mines of gold and silver 
the good in Ignorance are the good in Islam, 
when they have obtained the knowledge of 
religion 


50 
That person who relieveth a Mu’min 
from distress in this world, God will in the 
like minner relieve him in the next , and he 
who shall do good to the indigent, God will 
ao good to him in this world and the next 


51 


The Messenger of God was asked 
‘* What 1s the greatest vice of man?” He 
said, ‘‘ You must not ask me about vice, 
but ask about virtue,” and he repeated 
this three times, after which he said, 
“Know ye! The worst of men is a bad 
learned man, and a good learned man 1s the 
best ” 
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32 


Prayers lighten the heart, and charity 
ts a proof of Iman (Faith), and abstinence 
from sin 1s perfect splendour the Qur’an 1s 
a proof of gain to you if you do good, and 
it is a detriment to you if you do wrong, ! 
and every man who riseth in the morning 
either doth that which will be the means 
of his redemption or his ruin 


53 


Then the child (of Zainab) was brought 
to Prophet Muhammad, dying, its soul trem 
bling and moving , and both the eyes of the 
Apostle of God shed many tears And S‘ad 
sald, “‘O Messenger of God! What is this 
weeping and shedding of tears ?’’* He said, 
‘‘This 1s an expression of the tenderness 
and compassion, which the Lord hath put 
into the hearts of His servants, the Lord 
doth not compassionate and commisserate 
His servants; except such as are tender and 
full of feeling 


1 Because it promises Happiness to the 
good and Misery to the wicked 


>The disciples expected the Messenger of 
God to be above smiles and tears 
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54 

The Apostle of God wept over S‘ad 
bin ‘Ubadah And he said, ‘‘ Have not you 
heard that the Lord doth not punish on 
account of shedding tears, nor for sobs from 
the hearts of the afflicted?”’ He 1s not of 
the people of our way who slappeth his 
cheeks and teareth his collar, and mourneth 
like the mournings of Ignorance ! 


55 


Wish not for death, any one of you, 
neither the doer of good works, for 
peradventure he may increase them by 
an increase of life, nor the offender, for 
perhaps he may obtain the forgiveness 
of God by repentance Wish not, nor 
supplicate for death before its time cometh , 
for verily when you die, hope 1s out and the 
ambition for reward, and verily, the 
increase of a Mu’muin’s life increaseth his 
good works 


56 


« There 1s no reward but Paradise for a 
Muslim who suffereth with patience when 


*The Prophet had forbidden ‘the mourn- 
ings of Ignorance’,—loud lamentations, wailings, 
slapping the cheeks, etc —but not the silent grief 
of the heart. 
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the soul of his affec tion ite friend 1s taken ” 
What are those of your followers to do who 
have lost no child ? Prophet Muhammad said, 
“ Then am I as the child of them, and am go 
ing before, to prepare for their futurity, and 
this reward, which 1s for the death of their 
children, 1s on account of the pain and mis 
fortune which they suffer, and they were 
never so stricken with misfortune like that 
which has attended my mission, for my 
followers love me more than they do their 
parents and children 


57 


Happy is the Mu’min, for, if good 
befalleth him, he praiseth and thanketh God , 
and, 1f misfortune, praiseth God and beareth 
it patiently , therefore a Mu’min 1s rewarded 
in every affair, even for his putting a 
mouthful of victuals into the mouth of his 
wife 


7 


58 


And behold! a bier passed by Prophet 
Muhammad, and he stood up, and it was 
said to him, “ This 1s the bier of a Jew” 
He said, ‘‘ Was 1t not the holder of a soul, 
hae which we should take example and 
ear ? ” 
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59 


Death 1s a favour to a Muslim Remem- 
ber and speak well of your dead, and refrain 
from speaking 1ll of them 


60 


The Qur’an consisteth of five heads, 
things lawful, things unlawful, clear and 
positive precepts, mysteries, and examples 
Then consider that lawful which 1s there 
declared to be so, and that which 1s for- 
bidden as unlawful, obey the precepts, 
believe in the mysteries, and take warning 
from the examples 


61 


Torment not yourselves, lest God should 
punish you 


62 


Verily ye are in an age in which if ye 
neglect one tenth of what 1s ordered, ye will 
be ruined After this a time will come, 
when he who shall observe one tenth of 
what is now ordered will be redeemed ! 


68 


Mankind will not go astray after having 
found the right road, unless from disputation 


1 The promised time is the Dawn Is not the 
Dawn at hand ? 
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64 


Whoever hath eaten of pure food and 
practised my laws, and mankind hath lived 
in security from him, will enter into the 
Abode of Bliss 


65 


The Messenger of God said to me 
(Anas) ‘Son, if you are able, keep your 
heart from morning till night and from 
night till morning, free from malice towards 
anyone,” then he said, ‘‘ Oh! my son, this 
1s one of my laws, and he who loveth my 
laws verily loveth me ” 


66 


“ Verily the children of I[srae] were 
separated into seventy-two tribes, and mine 
will be divided into seventy three, every 
one of them will perish except one class ”’ 
The companions said, “ Which 1s that one?” 
He said ‘+The religion which 1s professed 
by me and my friends ”’ 


67 


I admonish you to fear God, and yield 
obedience to my successor, although he may 
be a black slave, for this reason, that those 
amongst you who may live after me will see 
great schisms Therefore hold fast my ways 


and those of my successors who may be 
directors 1n the straight path, hiving found 
it themselves, and ardently seize my laws 
and be firm thereto 


68 


Doth anyone of you suppose that God 
hath not forbidden anything except in the 
Qur’an ? Beware, for verily I swcar by God 
that I have ordered and prohibited things 
in manner like the Qur’an or more than it, 
and God hath not made 1t lawful for you to 
enter the houses of the People of the Book 
(that is Jews Christians ete ) without their 
permission or that you beat their women, 
or eat their fruits 


69 


Islam commenced in a for'orn state, 
and it will quickly return to what 1t was in 
the beginning , then be joyful ye who are 
firm 


70 


There was not any Messenger sent 
before me by God to mankind but found 
friends and companions who embraced his 
maxims and became his disciples, after 
which were born those who gave out pre- 
cepts which they did not practise, and did 
what they were not ordered to do_ therefore 


those who oppose them with the hand, with 
the tongue, and with the heart are Mu’mins, 
and there is not anything in Iman besides 
this even as much as a grain of mustard 
seed 


Men will be liars towards the end of 
the world, and will relate such stories as 
neither you nor your fathers ever heard 
Then avoid them, that they may not lead 
you astray and throw you into contention 
and strife 


72 


My religion is like clouds dropping 
much rain some of them, falling on pure, 
favourable soil, cause fresh grass to grow, 
some of them fall in hollows from which 
mankind are benefited, some fall on high 
lands from which benefit is derived , then 
the two first are like the persons acquainted 
with the religion of God and instructing 
others, and the last like the person not 
regarding 1t nor accepting the right path 


73 


I am no more than man , when I order 
you anything respecting religion, receive it, 
and when I order you anything about the 
affairs of the world, then am I nothing more 
than man 


74 
The greatest enemies of God are those 
who are entered into Islam, and do acts of 
infidelity, and who, without cause, shed the 
blood of man 


75 
The grave 1s the first stage of the jour- 
ney into eternity 


76 

Do not associate anything with God, 
although they kill or burn you, nor 
affront intentionally your parents, although 
they should order you to quit your wife, 
your children, and your property Never 
drink wine, for it 1s the root of all evil, 
abstain from vice, and when a_ pestilence 
shall pervade mankind, and you shall be 
amongst them, remain with them, and 
cherish your children 


77 
Prophet Muhammad said, “ When a man 
cammutteth adultery, Iman (Faith) leaveth 
him , but when he leaveth such bad ways, 
Iman will return to him”’ 
78 
There are three roots to Iman, one of 
them not to trouble him who shall say 
‘there 1s no deity but God’, not to think 
him an unbeliever on account of one fault , 
and not to discard him for one crime 
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79 


Prophet Muhammad said, “ He 1s not a 
Mu’min (a Believer) who committeth adul 
tery or who stealeth, or who drinketh liquor, 
or who plundereth, or who embezzleth , 
beware, beware ”’ 


80 


Prophet Muhammad said, ‘‘ The greatest 
crimes are to associate another with God, to 
vex your father and mother to murder your 
own species, to commit suicide, and to 
swear to a lie ” 


81 


I asked Prophet Muhammad of the most 
excellent Iman and he said, ‘‘ To love him 
who loveth God, and hate him who hateth 
God, and to keep your tongue employed in 
repeating the name of God” What else? 
He said ‘* To do unto all men as you 
would wisif to have done unto you, and to 
reject for others what you would reject for 
yourself ’ 


82 


What is Islam? I asked Prophet 
Muhammad He said, ‘*‘ Abstinence and Obe- 
dience’”’? And then I asked him what was 


25 


the most excellent Iman He said, ‘“ An 
amiable disposition ’”’ Which 1s the most 
excellent Hijrah ?} He said, ‘*‘ Abandoning 
that which God disapproveth of ” 


83 


What 1s Islam? I asked Prophet 
Muhammad He said, ‘ Purity of speech 
and charity ”’ 


84 


A man asked Muhammad what was the 
mark whereby a man might know the 
reality of his faith He said, ‘ If thou derive 
pleasure from the good which thou hast 
performed, and be grieved tor the evil 
which thou hast committed thou art a true 
believer ”? The man said, ‘*‘ What doth a 
fault really consist in?’ He said, ‘ When 
anything pricketh thy conscience, forsake 
it 39 


85 
He who seeth me seeth the Truth 


86 


He who progresseth daily is yet of 
feeble mind (te yet far off from the Ideal) 





*See p 17 


87 


People asked him (Muhammad) if to 
say ‘ There 1s no deitv but God’, was not 
the key of Paradise? He said, ‘‘ Yes, but it 
is a key which hath wards and if ye come 
with a key of that description, Paradise 
will be opened to you, otherwise it will 
not ” 


88 

Verily God doth not take away know 
ledge from the hands of His servants, but 
taketh it by taking away the learned, so that 
when no learned men remain, the ignorant 
will be placed at the head of affairs Causes 
will be submitted to their decision they 
will pass sentence without knowledge, will 
err themselves and lead others into error 


89 
God says O Muhammad! Remember 
the Lord in retirement from the people and 
make prayer thy sleep, and hunger thy food 
: 90 
Kall not your hearts with excess of eat 
ing and drinking 
91 
The most excellent Jihad (Holy War) 1s 
that for the conquest of self 


27 


92 
Illumine your hearts by hunger, and 
strive to conquer your self by hunger and 
thirst, continue to knock at the gates of 
Paradise by hunger 
98 


An hour’s contemplation 1s better than 
a year’s adoration 


94 


Charity 1s a duty unto every Muslim 
He who hath not the means thereto, let him 
do a good act or abstain from an evil one 
That 1s his charity 


95 


Alms-giving 1s a duty unto you Alms 
should be taken from the rich and dis- 
tributed among the poor 


96 


He who believeth in one God and in a 
future life (2¢ a Muslim) let him honour 
his guest 


97 


Hell 1s veiled in delights, and Heaven 
in hardships and miseries 


98 
Do not speak ill of the dead 
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99 


Every child is born with a disposition 
towards the natural religion (Islam) It 1s 
the parents who make it a Jew, a Christian 
or a Magian ! 


100 
Philosophy 1s the stray camel of the 
Faithful , take hold of 1t wherever ye come 
across it 
101 
Go in quest of knowledge even unto 
China ? 
102 
Seek knowledge from the cradle to the 
grave 
103 


Prayer 1s the mi‘raj (union with, or 
annihilation in, the Divine Essence by 
means of continual upward progress) of the 
Faithful 


. 104 


All actions are judged by the motives 
prompting them 


* Hence according to Islam the souls of ‘ un 
baptised babes are not lost 
>2¢€, even unto the ‘edge of the earth 
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105 
Heaven lieth at the feet of mothers 


106 


The Lord doth not regard a prayer in 
which the heart doth not accompany the 
body 


107 


He whom prayer preventeth not from 
wrongdoing and evil, increaseth in naught 
save in remoteness from the Lord 


108 


The love of the world 1s the root of all 
evils 


109 


When you speak, speak the truth , per- 
form when you promise, discharge your 
trust , commit not fornication, be chaste, 
have no impure desires, withhold your 
hands from striking, and from taking that 
which 1s unlawful and bad’ The best of 
God’s servants are those who, when seen, 
remind of God and the worst of God’s ser- 
vants are those who carry tales about, to do 
mischief and separate friends, and seek for 
the defects of the good 


80 


110 


If the unbeliever knew of the extent of 
the Lord’s mercy, even he would not despair 
of Paradise 


111 


He who believeth 1n one God and the 
Hereafter (te, a Muslim) let him speak 
what 1s good or remain silent 


112 


He who believeth in one God and the 
life beyond (2 € ,a Muslim) let him not injure 
his neighbours 


113 


Speak to men according to their mental 
capacities, for if you speak all things to all 
men, some cannot understand you, and so 
fall into errors 


114 


The son of Man groweth and with him 
grow two,thmgs—the love of wealth and 
love of long life 


115 


Everyone is divinely furthered in ac- 
cordance with his character 
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116 


It 1s your own conduct which will lead 
you to reward or punishment, as if you had 
been destined therefor 


117 


E.very human being hath two inclina- 
tions—one prompting him to good and 
impelling him thereto, and the other 
prompting him to evil and thereto :mpelling 
him , but Divine assistance 1s nigh, and he 
who asketh the help of God in contending 
with the evil promptings of his own heart 
obtaineth it 


118 


“By what rule,” said Prophet Muhammad, 
“would you be guided, O Mu‘az, in 
your administration of Yemen?” ‘‘ By the 
law of the Qur’an” ‘“ But if you find no 
direction in the Qur’an? ” “ Then I will act 
according to the example of the Messenger 
of God” “ But if that faileth?” ‘ Then I 
will exercise my own reason and judgment ”’ 


119 
It 1s not a sixth or a tenth of a man’s 
devotion which 1s acceptable to God, but 
only such portions thereof as he offereth 
with understanding and true devotional 
spirit 
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120 
Verily these your deeds will be brought 
back to you, as if you yourself were the 
creator of your own punishment 


121 


Death is a bridge that uniteth friend 
with friend 


122 


This world 1s a prison for the Faithful, 
but a Paradise for unbelievers 


123 


Cursed 1s this world and cursed 1s all 
that 1s in this world, except the remem 
brance of God and that which aideth it 


124 


The world 1s a magician, greater than 
Harut and Marut, and you should avoid it 


123 


God’s kindness towards His creatures 18 
more than a mother’s towards her babe 


126 


Adore God as thou wouldst if thou 
sawest Him, for, if thou seest Him not, He 
seeth thee 


127 
Sleep 1s the sister of death 
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128 


My people will in the eternal hfe rise 
up In companies—that 1s, some as apes, 
some as tigers, some as hogs, ete (accord- 
ing to the ruling passion of their earthly 
lives) 


129 
Poverty 1s my pride 


180 

Prophet Muhammad said one day to his 
companions, ‘‘ Reverence God as becometh 
you” They said, *“ Verily, O Apostle of 
God, we do reverence Him, and praise be to 
God who hath endued us with 1t” Then 
Prophet Muhammad said, ‘Itis not so, 
but whoever reverenceth God as it 1s suit- 
able for him to do, must guard his head 
from bumbling itself to others, and from 
pride and arrogance towards God and God s 
creatures, he must guard his senses from 
whatever 1s wrong, and must guard his 
mouth from eating forbidden things, and 
his heart from receiving what is prohibited , 
and he must keep death in mind, and the 
rotting of his bones And whoever wisheth 
for future rewards must abandon the orna- 
ments of the world Therefore, anyone 
attending to the aforementioned points has 
vera reverenced God as it 1s his duty to 

Oo 
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131 


I heard the Messenger of God say, 
(three days before his death) ‘ Not one of 
you must die but with resignation to the 
will of God, and with hope for His henefi 
cence and pardon ”’ 


182 


Remember often the destroyer and 
cutter off of delights, which 1s death 


1838 


Not one of you must wish for death, 
from any worldly affliction, but if there 
certainly 1s anyone wishing for death, he 
must say, ‘‘O Lord, keep me alive so long as 
life may be good for me, and cause me to 
die when it 1s better for me so to do” 


184 
When the bier of anyone passeth by 
you, whether Jew, Christian, or Muslim, 
rise to thy feet 


. 185 


We came with Prophet Muhammad to 
Abu Yusuf, a blacksmith and he was the 
husband of the nurse of Ibrahim And the 
Apostle of God took Ibrahim and kissed 
him and smelt him Afterwards we came to 


85 


him when he was in his dying moments 
Then the eyes of Prophet Muhammad were 
fixed, and flowed with tears, and ‘Abd al 
Rahman son of ‘Auf said to the Messenger 
of God, ‘*Do you weep and shed tears, O 
Apostle of God ?’’ He said, ‘‘O son of Auf, 
these tears are compassion and feeling due 
to the dead” After that he shed tears 
again, and said, ‘‘ Verily my eyes shed tears 
and my heart 1s afflicted, and I say nothing 
but what 1s pleasing to the Benefactor , for 
verily, O Ibrahim, I am melancholy at 
being separated from thee ” 


186 


Said Prophet Muhammad, “ Now, the 
adultery of the eye 1s to look with an eye 
of desire on the wife of another, and the 
adultery of the tongue is to utter what 1s 
forbidden ” 


137 


God doth not remove anyone out of the 
world, but that He wisheth to pardon him, 
and by the diseases of his body and distress 
for food, He exacteth the punishment of 
every fault that leth on his shoulder (That 
is, by suffering in this world, he 1s exempt- 
ed from punishment in the next ) 
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138 


Ye followers of Muhammad, I swear by 
God, there 1s not anything which God so 
abhors, as his male and female servants 
committing adultery 


139 


Verily the greatness of rewards 1s as 
the greatness of misfortune, that 1s, who 
ever 1s most unfortunate and calamitous 
the greater and more perfect his reward 
And verily, when God loveth a people, he 
entangleth 1t in misfortune, therefore, he 
who is resigned to the pleasure of God, in 
misfortune, for him 1s God’s pleasure 


140 
Verily Prophet Muhammad said, “ No 
misfortune or vexation befalleth a servant, 
small or great, but on account of his faults 
committed, and most of these God for- 
giveth ” 


141 

There 1s not any Muslim who visiteth 
another in sickness, in the forenoon, but 
that seventy thousand angels send blessings 
upon him till the evening, and there is no 
one who visiteth the sick in the afternoon, 
but that seventy thousand angels send 
blessings upon him till daybreak, and there 
will be pardon for him in Paradise 
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142 


Feed the hungry and visit the sick, and 
free the captive, 1f he be unjustly confined 
Assist any person oppressed, whether Mus- 
lim or non Muslim 


143 


*“ The duties of Muslims to each other 
are six” It was asked, ‘ What are they, O 
Messenger of God ?”’ He said, “ When you 
meet a Muslim salaam to him, and when he 
inviteth you todinncr, accept , and when he 
asketh you for advice, give 1t him and 
when he sneezeth and saith ‘ Praise be to 
God,’ do ye say ‘May God have mercy 
upon thee,’ and when he 1s sick, visit him, 
and when he dieth, follow his bier ” 


144 


Whoever visiteth a sick person, an 
angel calleth from heaven ‘‘Be happy in the 
world, and happy be your walking, and 
take you a habitation in Paradise ” 


Whoever visiteth a sick person always 
entereth into and swims in a sea of mercy 
until he sitteth down, and when he sitteth, 
he 1s drowned therein 
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145 


When you go to visit the sick, comfort 
his grief, and say, ‘“‘ You will get well and 
live long,” because this saying will not 
prevent what is predestined, but it will 
solace his soul 


146 


Verily, when a Muslim 1s taken wll, after 
which God restoreth him to health, his 1ll- 
ness hath been a cover to his former faults, 
and it 1s an admonition to him of what 
cometh in future times, and verily, when a 
hypocrite is taken il, and afterwards 
restored to health, he 1s like a camel which 
hath been tied up, and afterwards set free, 
for the camel did not know for want of dis- 
crimination, why they tied him up and why 
they let him loose, such 1s the hypocrite, 
on the contrary, a Mu’min_ knoweth 
that his indisposition was to cover his 
faults 


* 147 


Misfortune 1s always with the Muslim 
and his wife, either in their persons or 
their property or children, either death or 
sickness , until they die, when there 1s no 
fault upon them 
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148 


This life 1s but a tillage for the next, 
do good that you may reap there , for striv- 
ing 1s the ordinance of God, and whatever 
God hath ordained can only be attained by 
striving 


149 


Every eye is an adulterer and what 
ever woman perfumeth herself, and goeth 
to an assembly where men are, wishing to 
show herself to them, with a look of lasei 
viousness, 1s an adulteress (That 1s, every 
eye that looks with desire upon a woman 
commits adultery ) 


150 


Prophet Muhammad used to say, after 
making the profession of faith, ‘ O Lord, I 
supplicate Thee for firmness in faith, and 
inclination towards the straight path, and 
for Thine aid in being grateful to Thee, and 
in adoring Thee in every good way and I 
supplicate Thee for an innocent heart 
which shall not incline to wickedness and I 
supplicate Thee for a true tongue, and for 
that virtue which Theu knowest to be so, 
and to defend me from that vice which 
Thou knowest to be so, and for forgiveness 
of those faults which Thou knowest ” 
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151 


Verily the Messenger of God said to his 
companions, ‘* What are your opinions of 
the merits of that person who drinketh 
liquor, committeth adultery, and stealeth ? 
What should his punishment be?” They 
said, ‘* God and His Messenger know best ”’ 
He said, ‘‘ These are great sins, and the 
punishment for them very dire” (This 
question was asked before the precepts in 
the Qur’an, in which those things are for 
bidden, descended ) 


152 


I said, ‘‘O Messenger of God permit me 
to become a eunuch”’ He said, “ hat per- 
son is not of me who maketh another a 
eunuch, or becometh so himself, because the 
manner in which my followers become 
eunuchs 1s by fasting and abstinence ”’ I then 
said, ‘ Permit me to retire from society, and 
to abandon the delights of the world” He 
said, *‘ The retirement that becometh my 
followers is to live in the world and yet to 
sit in the corner of a mosque 1n expectation 
of prayers ”’ 


158 


The knowledge from which no benefit 1s 
derived is hke a treasure from which no 
charity 1s bestowed in the way of the Lord 
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162 


The time 1s near in which nothing will 
remain of Islam but its name, and of the 
Qur’an but its mere appearance, and the 
mosques of Muslims will be destitute of 
knowledge and worship , and the learned 
men will be the worst people under the 
heavens and contention and strife will issue 
from them, and it will return upon them- 
selves 


163 


Excessive knowledge 1s_ better than 
excessive praying, and the support of 
religion 1s abstinence 

It 1s better to teach knowledge one 
hour in the night, than to pray the whole 
night 


164 


Whoever seeketh knowledge and 
findeth it, will get two rewards one of 
them the reward for desiring it, and the 
other for attaining it, therefore, even if he 
does not attain it, for him 1s one reward 


165 


That person who shall die while he 
is studying knowledge, in order to revive 
the knowledge of religion, will be only one 
degree inferior to the prophets 
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166 


The Qur’an was sent down im seven 
dialects and in every one of 1ts sentences 
there 1s an external and internal meaning 


167 


One learned man is harder on _ the 
devil than a thousand ignorant wor- 
shippers 


The desire of knowledge 1s a divine 
commandment for every Muslim and to 
instruet in knowledge those who are un- 
worthy of it 1s like putting pearls, jewels, 
and gold on the necks of swine 


168 


Verily, I heard Prophet Muhammad say, 
“That person who shall pursue the path of 
knowledge, God will direct him to the path 
of Paradise, and verily the superiority of a 
learned man over an ignorant worshipper 1s 
like that of the full moon over all the 
stars ” 


169 


Ye followers of Muhammad, I swear by 
the Lord, 1f ye did but know what I know 
of the future state, verily ye would laugh 
little and cry mueh 
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170 


The best of good acts 1n God’s sight 1s 
that which 1s constantly attended to, 
although in a small degree 
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Commandments are of three kinds 
one, the reward of which 1s clear, then fol- 
low it, one, which leads astray, abstain 
from it, another isn which arise contradic- 
tions, resign that to God 


172 
The world 1s forbidden to those of the 
life to come , the life to come 1s forbidden to 
those of this world , and both are forbidden 
to the true servants of God 
173 


The Faithful do not die perhaps they 
become translated from this perishable 
world to the world of eternal existence 

174 

Do a good deed after every bad deed 

that 1t may blot out the latter 
175 
He who knoweth his own self, knoweth 
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176 


Convey to other persons none of my 
words, except those ye know of a surety 


177 
My sayings do not abrogate the word 
of God but the word of God can abrogate 
my sayings 


178 


Of my disciples that will enter Para- 
dise are those who do not use shells, and are 
not influenced by omens, like the people of 
Ignorance, and who put their whole trust in 
God 


179 


A true Mu’min 1s thankful to God in 
prosperity, and resigned to His will in 
adversity 


180 


If you put your whole trust in God, as 
you ought, He most certainly will give you 
sustenance, as He doth the birds, they come 
out hungry in the morning, but return full 
to their nests 


181 
Trust in God, but tie your camel 
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182 
Beware ! verily there 1s a piece of flesh 
in the body of man, which, when good, the 
whole body 1s good and, when bad, the 
whole body 1s bad, and that 1s the heart 


188 

Prophet Muhammad said to me, ‘O 
Wabisah! are you come to ask what 1s 
goodness and what 1s badness?’ I said, ‘Yes, 
I am come for that’ Then he joined his 
fingers and struck them upon my breast, 
that 1s, made a sign towards my heart, and 
said, ‘ Ask the sentence from thine own 
heart’ This he repeated ‘three times and 
said, ‘‘ Goodness 1s a thing from which thy 
heart findeth firmness and rest , and bad- 
ness 1s a thing which throweth thee into 
doubt, although men may acquit thee ”’ 


184 
Whoso hath left debt and children, let 
them come tome, [ am their patron, I will 
discharge his debt and _ befriend his 
ehildren 


185 
It beseemeth me to be kinder to 
Muslims than they to each other , wherefore 
any Muslim dying in debt, and _ not 
leaving property to discharge it, 1t resteth 
with me, and whoso leaveth property, 1t 1s 
for his heirs 
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186 


Marriage 1s incumbent on all who 
possess the ability 


187 
There 1s no monasticism 1n Islam 


188 


Sa‘d b Abi Wakkas said ‘The Apostle 
forbade ‘Uthman b Ma‘zun from avoiding 
marriage and if he had permitted that to 
him, verily we (the other Muslims) would 
have become eunuchs ” 


189 


A woman may be married by four 
qualifications one on account of her money , 
another, on account of the nobility of her 
pedigree, another, on account of her beauty, 
the fourth, on account of her virtue There- 
fore, look out for a woman that hath virtue 
but if you do it from any other considera- 
tion, your hands be rubbed in dirt 
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The world and all things in it are 
valuable but the most valuable thing m 
the world 1s a virtuous woman 
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The best women in Arabia are the 
virtuous of the Kuraish, they are the most 
affectionate to infants, and they are the 
most careful of their husbands’ property 


192 
The world 1s sweet in the heart, and 
green to the eye, and verily God hath 
brought you after those that went before 
you then look to your actions, and abstain 
from the world and 1ts wickedness 


198 
Admonish your wives with kindness 
194 


A Muslim must not hate his wife and 
if he be displeased with one bad quality in 
her, then let him be pleased with another 
which 1s good 


195 
Do you beat your own wife as you 
would a slave? That must you not do 
196 


The best of you, before God and His 
creation, are those who are best 1n their own 
families, and I am the best to my family 
When your friend dieth, mention not his 
vices 
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197 


When a woman performeth the five 
times of prayer, and fasteth the month of 
Ramadan, and 1s chaste, and 1s not dis 
obedient to her husband, then tell her to 
enter Paradise by whichever door she 
liketh 


198 


I (Muaviyah b Haridah) said, ‘O 
Apostle of God! what 1s my duty to my 
wife ?’ He said, ‘ That you give her to eat 
when you eat yourself, and clothe her when 
you clothe yourself, and do not slap her in 
the face nor abuse her, nor separate your- 
self ‘from her in displeasure ’ 


199 


Give your wife good counsel , and if she 
has goodness in her, she will soon take it, 
and leave off idle talking , and do not beat 
your noble wife like a slave 
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Prophet Muhammad said ‘ Beat not your 
wives’? Then Omar came to the Rasul and 
said, ‘ Wives have got the upper hand of 
their husbands from hearing this ’ 
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209 


To those of your servants who please 
you give to eat what you eat yourself, and 
clothe them as yourself but those who do 
not please you, part with them , and punish 
not God s creatures 


210 


Fear God in these dumb animals, and 
ride them when they are fit to be rode and 
get off them when they are tired 


211 


Shall I tell you the very worst amongst 
you ? Those who eat alone, and whip the 
slaves, and give to nobody 


212 


He will not enter Paradise who be- 
haveth ill to his slaves The companions 
said, ‘O Apostle of God! Have you not 
told us that there will be a great many 
slaves and orphans amongst your diseiples ?’ 
He said, ‘ Yes, then be kind to them and to 
your own children, and give them to eat of 
what you eat yourselves The slaves that 
say their prayers are your brothers ’ 


54 


2138 


There 1s no man who 1s wounded and 
pardoneth the giver of the wound but God 
will exalt his dignity and dimunish his 
faults 


214 


Verily the best of God’s servants are 
just and learned kings , and verily the worst 
are bad and ignorant kings 


215 


Whoever believeth m God and the 
Hereafter (2 ¢ a Muslim), must respect his 
guest, and whoever believeth in God and 
the Hereafter, must not incommode his 
neighbours , and a Mu’min must speak only 
good words, otherwise remain silent 


216 


It 1s not rmght for a guest to stay so 
long as to incommode his host 


217 


O Apostle of God! Inform me, if I stop 
with a mian, and he doth not entertain me, 
and he afterwards stoppeth at my house, am 
I to entertain him or act with him as he did 
with me? Prophet Muhammad said, ‘Enter- 
tain him’ 
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218 


Being confined for room, the Apostle 
of God sat down upon his legs drawn up 
under his thmghs A desert Arab who was 
present said ‘ What 1s this way of sitting ? ’ 
Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ Verily God hath 
made me a humble slave, and not a proud 
king ’ 

219 

When victuals are placed, no man 
must stand up till it be taken away, nor 
must one man leave off eating before the 
rest, and if he doth, he must make an 
apology 

220 

Imam Ja‘far Sadiq said, ‘ The Apostle 
used, when he ate 1n company, to eat to the 
last, and did not leave off before others 


221 
It 1s of my ways that a man shall come 
out with his guest to the door of his house 


222 

Asma’, daughter of Yazid_ said, ‘ Vict 
uals were brought to Prophet Muhammad, and 
he put them before some of us women who 
were present, and said, ‘Kat ye’ But not- 
withstanding we were hungry we said, ‘ We 
have no inclination’ Prophet Muhammad 
said, ‘O women! do not mix hunger with 
lies ° 
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228 


You will not enter Paradise until you 
have faith , and you will not complete your 
faith till you love one another 


224 


‘A’ishah said, ‘A party of Jews ashed 
permission to go to Prophet Muhammad 
and said ‘Death upon you!’! And I 
answered their salutation by saying ‘ Rather 
upon you be death and curse!’ Then Prophet 
Muhammad said, ‘Be mild, O ‘A’ishah! 
and make a point of being kind, and with- 
hold thyself from speaking harshly’ I said, 
‘Did you not hear what they said?’ He 
said, Verily, Ido always say, ‘Be the same 
to you’ ” 


225 
Some eloquence 1s like magic 


: 226 
Some poetry is dressed in knowledge 
and art 
* Whilst saluting the Muslims the Jews used 
o twist theirtongues and wish them death 


pli) instead of peace’ (eMuJl)—words which 
ave a similarity of sound im Arabic 


a7 


227 


The truest words spoken by any poet 
are those of Labid ‘Know that every- 
thing 1s vanity save God ’ 


228 


Meekness and modesty are two 
branches of Iman, and vain talking and 
embellishing are two branches of hypocrisy 


229 


Verily the most beloved of you by me, 
and nearest to me in the next world are 
those of good dispositions, and verily the 
greatest enemies to me and the farthest 
from me, are the ill tempered 


230 
Some eloquence 1s magic, and verily 
some knowledge is a cause of ignorance , 
and some poetry 1s philosophy, and verily 
some speeches are heavy 
231 
Abusing a Muslim 1s disobedience to 
God , and it 1s infidelity to fight with one 
232 


Every man who calls a Muslim infidel, 
it will return upon him 
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2838 


It 1s not worthy of a speaker of truth to 
curse people 


2384 


Appropriate to yourselves the truth 
Avoid lying 


285 


It is unworthy of a Mu’min to injure 
people’s reputations , and 1t 1s unworthy to 
curse any one, and 1t 1s unworthy to abuse 
any ong , and it 1s unworthy of a Mu’min to 
talk vainly 


236 


It is better to sit alone than in com- 
pany with the bad, and it 1s better to sit with 
the good than alone’ And it 1s better to 
speak words to a seeker of knowledge than 
to remain silent , and silence 1s better than 
bad words 


237 


Fear not the obloquy of the detractor 
in showing God’s religion 


238 


Say what 1s true, although 1t may be 
bitter and displeasing to people 
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289 
Refrain from seeing and speaking of the 


vices of mankind, which you know are in 
yourself 


240 


Much silence and 1 good disposition, 
there are no two works better than these 


241 


Guard yourselves from six things, and 
Iam your security for Paradise When you 
speak, speak the truth , perform when you 
promise , discharge your trust , be chaste in 
thought and action, and withhold your 
hand from striking, from taking that which 
1s unlawful, and bad 


242 


Backbiting vitiates ablution and fast 
ing 


248 


Do not exceed bounds in praising me, 
as the Christians do im praising Jesus, the 
son of Mary, by calling him God, and the 
Son of God, I am only the Lord’s servant , 
then call me the servant of God, and His 
messenger 
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244 


Verily God instructs me to be humble 
and lowly and not proud, and that no one 
should oppress another 


245 

A tribe must desist from boasting of 
their forefathers , 1f they will not leave off 
boasting, verily they will be more abomin- 
able near God than a black beetle which 
rolleth on filth by 1ts nose, and verily God 
has removed from you pride and arrogance 
There 1s no man but either a righteous 
Mu’min or a sinner mankind are all the 
sons of Adam, and he was from earth 


246 
I went along with the ambassadors of 
Ban) ‘Amir to Prophet Muhammad , and we 
said, ‘ You are our master’ He said, ‘ God 
1s your Master’ Then we said ‘ You are 
most excellent of the highest degree’ And 
when he heard this, he said, ‘ Say so, or less, 
and do not exceed reasonable bounds in 
praise ’ 
. 247 
That person 1s not of us who inviteth 
others to aid him in oppression, and he 1s 
not of us who fighteth for his tribe m 
injustice , and he is not of us who dieth in 
assisting his tribe in tyranny 
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248 


Your loving a thing maketh you deaf 
and blind (2 ¢, love 1s blind) 


249 
He 1s not a perfect performer of pro- 
pinquity who doth good to his relatives 
as they do to him, but he 1s perfect who 
“ee good to them when they do it not to 
im 


250 
God s pleasure 1s in a father’s pleasure , 
and God’s displeasure 1s in a father’s dis- ;{ 
pleasure 


251 q 

The favour of God doth not descend 7 
upon that family in which 1s one who 
deserts his relations 


252 
He who wisheth to enter Paradise at 
the best door must please his father and 
mother J 


258 

O Messenger of God ! Verily I have done 
a great crime, is there any act by which I 
may repent ? He said ‘ Have youa mother ®’ 
‘No’, said the questioner ‘ Have you an 
aunt ?’ asked Muhammad He said, ‘ Yes, I 
have’ Prophet Muhammad said, ‘Go, dogood 
to her, and your crime will be pardoned ’ 
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254 


I saw Lord Muhammad distributing 
meat in Ji‘ranah, and, behold, a woman 
came close to him, and he spread his gar- 
ment for her to sit upon When I saw such 
respect shown to the woman, I asked who 
she was, and those present said, ‘This 1s 
his nurse’ 


255 


A man 1s bound to do good to his 
parents, although they may have injured 
him 


256 


There 1s no child, a doer of good to his 
parents, who looketh on them with kindness 
and affection, but God will write for every 
look as the rewards for an approved 
pugrimage 


257 


The duty of a junior to a senior brother 
is as that of a child to his father 


258 


God 1s not mereiful to him who 1s not 
so to mankind 
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259 
Whoever doth good to girls, 1t will be 
a curtain to him from hell fire 


260 


Whoever befriendeth two girls till they 
come of age, will be in the next world along 
with me, like my two fingers joiming each 
other 


261 


A giver of maintenance to widows and 
the poor, 1s like a bestower in the road of 
God, an utterer of prayers all the night, and 
a keeper of constant fast 


262 


I and the guardian of orphans (whether 
the orphan be of his near or distant rela 
tions, or of strangers) will be in one place in 
the next world, like my two fingers, nearly 
touching each other 


2638 
All Muslims are as one person If a 
man complaineth of a pain in his head, his 
whole body complaineth, and if his eye 
complaineth, his whole body complaineth 


264 
All Muslims are hike one foundation, 
some parts strengthening others, in such a 
way must they support each other 
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265 


Assist your brother Muslim, whether he 
be an oppressor or an oppressed ‘ But how 
shall we do it when he 1s an oppressor ? ’ 
Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ Assisting an 
oppressor 1s by forbidding and withholding 
him from oppression ’ 


266 


Muslims are brothers in religion and 
they must not oppress one another, nor 
abandon assisting each other, nor hold one 
another in contempt The seat of rmghteous 
ness 1s the heart, therefore that heart 
which 1s righteous, does not hold a Muslim 
in contempt, and all the things of one 
Muslim are unlawful to another, his blood, 
property and reputation 


267 
No man hath believed perfectly, until 
he wish for his brother that which he 
wisheth for himself 
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When three persons are together, two 
of them must not whisper to each other 
without letting the third hear, until others 
are present, because 1t would hurt him 
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269 


Religion is admonition, and 1t means 
being pure 


270 


Kindness 1s a mark of faith and who- 
ever hath not kindness hath not faith 


271 


Whoever 1s kind to the creation, God 18 
kind to him, therefore be kind to man on 
the earth whether he be good or bad, and 
being kind to the bad, 1s to withhold them 
from badness 


272 


He 1s not of us who 1s not affectionate 
to the little ones and doth not respect the 
reputation of the old, and he 1s not of us 
who doth not order that whichis lawful, 
and prohibit that which 1s unlawful 


273 
Verily, it 1s one of the respects to God, 
to honour an old man 


274 


The best Muslim house 1s that in which 
18 an orphan, who 1s benefited, and the 
worst Muslim house 1s that in which 1s an 
orphan ill treated 
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Whoever befriendeth three daughters, 
or three sisters, and teacheth them manners, 
and 1s affectionate to them till they come 
of age, may God apportion Paradise for 
him 
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Vernly, a man teaching any child 
manners 1s better for him than giving one 
bushel of grain in alms 
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No father hath given his child anything 
better than good manners 
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I and a woman whose colour and cheeks 
shall have become black shall be near to one 
another in the next world as my two 
fingers, and that 1s a handsome widow, 
whose colour and cheeks shall have become 
black 1n bringing up her family 
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Whoever hath a daughter, and doth not 
bury her alive, or scold her, or shew par- 
tiality to his other children, may God bring 
him into Paradise 
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Venly, each of you 1s a mirror to his 
brother, then if he seeth a vice in his 
brother he must tell him to get rid of 1t 


281 
The best person in God’s sight 1s the 
best amongst his friends, and the best of 
neighbours near God is the best person in 
his own neighbourhood 


282 


Respect people agreeably to their em1- 
nence 


288 


That person is not a perfect Muslim 
who eateth his fill, and leaveth his neigh- 
bours hungry 


284 


The exercise of religious duties will not 
atone for the fault of an abusive tongue 


285 


A man cannot be a Muslim till his heart 
and tongue are so * 

* The Islam of heart is its purity and the 
oe of the tongue withholding it from fruitless 
wor 
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286 


The creation 1s as God’s family, for 
its sustenance 1s from Him, therefore the 
most beloved unto God 1s the person who 
doth good to God’s family 


287 


Shall I not point out to you the best of 
virtues ? It 1s your doimg good to your 
daughter when she 1s returned to you hav- 
ing been divorced by her husband 


288 


Souls, before having dependence upon 
bodies, were like assembled armies, after 
that they were dispersed, and sent into 
bodies Therefore, those which were ac- 
quainted before the dependence attract each 
other, and those that were unacquainted, 
repel 


289 
Shall I not inform you of a better act 
than fasting, alms, and prayers? Making 
peace between one another, enmity and 
malice tear up rewards by the roots 


290 
Keep yourselves far from envy , because 
it eateth up and taketh away good actions, 
like as fire eateth up and burneth wood 


69 
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O ye who have embraced Islam by the 
tongue, and to whose hearts it hath not 
reached, distress not Muslims nor speak ill 
of them, nor seek for their defects 


292 


It is near that poverty will become a 
cause of infidelity 


293 


Verily you! have two qualities which 
God and His messenger love,—fortitude and 
gentleness 


294 


Deliberation in undertakings 1s pleasing 
to God 
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He is not a perfect man of fortitude, 
who hath not fallen into misfortunes , and 
there 1s no physician but the experienced 


296 


A good disposition, and deliberation 1n 
works, and a medium in all things, are one 
part of twenty-four parts of prophecy, I 
mean they are of the qualities of the 
prophets 





1 Ashbah chief of the embassy from ‘Abd- 
al-qais 
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God hath not created anything better 
than Reason or anything more perfect, or 
more beautiful than Reason, the benefits 
which God giveth are on its account, and 
understanding 1s by 1t, and God’s wrath! 1s 
caused by it, and by it are rewards and 
punishments 
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Verily a man hath performed prayers, 
fasts, charity, pilgrimage and all other good 
works , but he will not be rewarded but by 
the proportion of his sense 
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Verily, God 1s mild, and 1s fond of mild- 
ness, and He giveth to the mild what He 
doth not to the harsh 


800 
All kinds of modesty are best 


801 


Verily, the most beloved of you by me 
are those of the best dispositions 


12¢ ‘rational’ (voluntary) action is the 
object of moral judgment 


71 


802 
Whoever hath been given gentleness 
hath been given a good portion, in _ thrs 
world and the next 


803 


The proud will not enter Paradise, nor 
a violent speaker 


804 
A Muslim who mixeth with people and 
putteth up with their inconveniences, 1s 
better than one who doth not mix with 
them, and bear with patience 


805 


Whoever suppresseth his anger, when 
he hath in his power to shew it, God will 
give him a great reward 


806 


May God fill the heart of that person 
who suppresseth his anger with safety and 
faith 


807 
Mu‘az said, ‘‘ At the time of my being 
despatched to the judgeship of Yemen, the 
last advice Prophet Muhammad gave me was 
this, ‘O Mu‘az ! be of good temper towards 
people ’” ” 


72 


808 


I have been sent to explain fully good 


dispositions 
809 


O Lord! as Thou hast made my figure. 
good, so make good my disposition 
810 
Every man who shall beg, in order to 
mcerease his property, God will diminish it 
811 
Give me advice Prophet Muhammad 
said, ‘ Be not angry 
812 


He 1s not strong and powerful, who 
throweth people down, but he 1s strong who 
withholdeth himself from anger 


a 


813 


He will not enter Hell, who hath faith 
equal to a single grain of mustard seed in 
his heart, and he will not enter Paradise, 
who hath a single grain of pride, equal to 
one of mustard seed in his heart 


78 


814 


Muhammad said ‘That person will 
not enter Paradise who hath one atom of 
pride in his heart ’ 


And a man present said, ‘Verily, a 
man 1s fond of having good clothes, and 
good shoes’ Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ God 
is Beauty and delighteth in the beautiful, 
and pride 1s holding man in contempt ’ 


815 


An old adulterer, a lying king, and 
a proud dervish are accursed 


816 


No person hath drunk a better draught 
than that of anger which he hath swallowed 
for God’s sake 


317 


Whoever is humble to men for God’s 
sake, may God exalt his eminence 


818 


That person 1s most respectable near 
God, who pardoneth, when he hath him in 
his power, bim who shall have injured 
him 


74 


819 


Do not say, that if people do good to 
us, we will do good to them, and if people 
oppress us, we will oppress them but 
determine, that if people do you good, you 
will do good to them , and if they oppress 
you, you will not oppress them 


820 


There are two benefits, of which the 
generality of men are losers, and which they 
do not know the value of , one health, the 
other leisure 


821 


Verily, of things which I fear for you, 
after my departure from the world, 1s_ this 
that the ornaments and goods of the world 
may be pleasing to you Then a man said, 
‘O Messenger of God! doth good bring 
harm ?’ Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ Verily 
good doth not bring harm I mean if there be 
much wealth, it 1s of the number of 
benefits , and there 1s no harm 1n it, unless 
from stinpiness and extravagance, like the 
spring which causeth nothing to grow but 
what 1s good and harm and destruction are 
from excess 1n eating’ 


822 


O Lord! give the family of Muhammad 
the necessaries of life 
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823 


Riches are not from abundance of 
worldly goods, but from a contented mind 


324 


Teach me a work, such that when I per- 
form it God and men will love me Prophet 
Muhammad said _ Desire not the world, and 
God will love you, and desire not what 
men have, and they will love you 


825 


Prophet Muhammad slept upon a mat, and 
got up very marked on the body by 1t_ and 
I said, ‘O Messenger of God ! if thou hadst 
ordered me, I would have spread a soft bed 
for thee’ Prophet Muhammad said, ‘What 
business have I with the world ? My condi- 
tion with the world 1s that of a man on 
horseback, who standeth under the shade of 
a tree, then leaveth it’ 


326 


The friend I most emulate 1s a Muslim 
unencumbered , I mean of small family, and 
little money, and a performer of prayers, 
and a perfect worshipper of God in private , 
who is unknown, and hath enough to 
supply his wants, and dieth soon, with few 
women crying for him, and few legacies 


327 


It 1s difficult, for a man laden with 
riches, to climb the steep path that leadeth 
to bliss 


828 


Can any one walk over water without 
wetting his feet? The companions said 
‘No’, Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ Such 1s the 
condition of those of the world , they are not 
safe from sins ” 


829 


Whoever desireth the world and its 
riches, in a lawful manner, in order to 
withhold himself from begging, and for a 
livelihood for his family, and for being kind 
to his neighbour, will come to God with his 
face bright as the full moon, on the four- 
teenth night 


a 


330 


In prayers, all thoughts must be laid 
aside, but those of God , in conversation, no 
word to be uttered which may afterwards be 
repented of , do not covet from others, or 
have any hopes from them 


77 


331 


When Prophet Muhammad sent me to 
Yemen, in a judicial capacity, he came out 
to take leave of me, and advised me and I 
was riding and he was walking by the side 
of my camel, and when he had finished 
advice, he said, ‘O Mu‘az! verily you will 
not find me after this year’ Then I wept, 
from sorrow, at being separated from him 
Then he turned aside, and wept, and turned 
his face to Medinah, and said, ‘ The nearest 
to me are the abstinent whoever they be, 
wherever they be’ 


882 


The people of Prophet Muhammad’s house 
did not eat their fill of barley bread, two 
days successively, as long as he lived 
‘A’ushah 


883 


I took barley bread and mutton to 
Prophet Muhammad, and he had pawned his 
coat of mail with a Jew, and had taken a 
little barley from him for his family, and 
there never remained, any one night, a mea- 
sure of barley, or any other grain, 1n his 
house, notwithstanding he had a family of 
nine Anas 


78 


334 


When you see a person, who hath been 
given more than you in money and beauty 
then look to those who hath been given 
less 


335 


Look to those inferior to yourselves , 
which 1s best for you, that you may not 
hold God’s benefits in contempt 


836 


© Lord! keep me alive a poor man, 
and let me die poor, and raise me amongst 
the poor 


837 
O‘A’ishah! do not turn the poor away, 


without giving them, if but half a date 
888 
Seek for my satisfaction in that of the 
poor and needy 
889 


The world 1s as a prison and as a 
famine to Muslims, and when they leave it 
you may say they leave famine and a 
prison 


79 


340 


There are two things disliked by the 
sons of Adam, one of them death whereas 
it 1s better for Muslims than sinning, the 
second 1s scarcity of money’ whereas its 
account will be small in futurity 


841 


A man came to Prophet Muhammad and 
said, ‘ Verily I love you’ He said, ‘Look to 
what you say” And the man said, ‘By 
God! I love you’, and repeated the same 
thrice Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ If you are 
sincere, then prepare armour for poverty, 
for poverty reacheth him who loveth me 
quicker than a torrent to the sea ’ 


842 


Three are the things of your world I am 
fond of—perfumes and the society of pious 
women, but that which my heart rejoiceth 
in 1S prayer 


848 


Verily God loveth a Muslim who 1s poor, 
with a family, and withholdeth himself 
from the unlawful and begging 
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844 


Be in the world like a traveller, or lke 
a passer on, and reckon vourself as of the 


dead 


B45 


What is the best man? Prophet Muham- 
mad said, ‘ He 1s the best man whose life 1s 
long and his actions good ’ [hen who 18 the 
worst? ‘ Whose life is long and his actions 
bad ’ 


346 


Whoso openeth unto himself the door 
of begging, God will open unto him the 
door of poverty 


847 


That person 1s wise and sensible who 
subdueth his carnal desires and hopeth for 
rewards, and he 1s an ignorant man who 
followeth hys lustful appetites, and with all 
this asketh God’s forgiveness 


848 


Wealth, properly employed, 1s a bless- 
ing, and a man may lawfully endeavour to 
increase 1t by honest means 


81 


349 


When the Messenger of God entered a 
place of worship he used to say, ‘ O God! 
pardon my sins, and open for me the gates 
of Thy compassion’, and when he left 1t he 
would repeat the same 


350 


Say your prayers standing but if you 
are not able,'do it sitting , and if not sitting, 
on your sides 


351 


Do none enter the Garden of Bliss save 
by God’s mercv? Prophet Muhammad said, 
‘No None will enter save through God’s 
favour” You also, O Messenger of God ! 
Will you not enter Paradise save by God’s 
compassion ? Prophet Muhammad put his 
hand on his head and said thrice ‘JI also 
shall not enter unless God cover me with 
His mercy ’ 


852 


1 am the City of Knowledge and ‘Ali’ 1s 
the Bab (Gate) thereof 


82 


353 

Verily God will say, ‘O children of 
Adam! I was sick and ye did not visit Me’ 
And the sons of Adam will say, ‘O our de- 
fender, how could we visit Thee? For Thou 
art the Lord of the Universe, and art free 
from sickness’ And God will say, ‘Omen! 
such a one was sick and you did not visit 
him’ And God will say, ‘O children of 
Adam, I asked you for food, and ye gave it 
Me not?’ And the children of Adam will 
say ‘O our Patron, how could we give Thee 
food, seeing Thou art the Cherisher of the 
Universe, and art free from hunger and eat 
ing!’ And God will say, ‘Such a one asked 
you for bread and you did not give it him’ 


354 


When any one of us was sick the 
Messenger of God used to rub his hands 
upon the sick person’s body saying, ‘ O Lord 
of mankind ! take away this pain, and give 
health, for Thou art the giver of health 
there 1s no Kealth but Thine, that health 
which leaveth no sickness ’ 


355 


When any person complained of being 
out of order, or having a wound, or sore, 
the Rasul used to moisten his finger, and 
put it upon the earth, after which he would 


83 


apply it to the painful part and rub it, say 
ing, ‘In the name of God, we have done 
this in order to restore the sick to health, 
by the permission of our Lord ”! 


856 


Whatever mishap may befall you, it 
is on account of something which your 
hands have done 


857 
God enjoins you to treat women well 


for they are your mothers, daughters, and 
aunts 


858 

I saw the Messenger of God in his dying 
moments, and there was a cup near him in 
which was water, and he put his hands into 
it , then touched his blessed face, on account 
of the excessive heat that he felt then he 
said, ‘O Lord! assist me in my hard condi- 
tion ’ (ce, the last moments of dying) 


8359 


Whoever loveth to meet God, God 
loveth to meet him 


1 This 1s one of the secrets says the com- 
mentator which surpasses our sense and under 
standing 


360 


The rights of women are sacred See 
that women are maintained in the rights 
attributed to them 


861 
Death 1s a favour to a Muslim 


362 


One of the family of the Messenger of 
God died and the women assembled, crying 
over the corpse, and Omar stood up to 
prevent them from crying, and drive them 
away, but Prophet Muhammad said, ‘Let 
them alone O Omar! because eyes are 
shedders of tears and the heart 1s stricken 
with calamity and sorrowful and the time 
of misfortune near and frcsh and the cry 
ing of the women 1s without wailing’ (Cf 


p 14) 
363 


Verily # man used to come before the 
Rasul bringing his son with him, and the 
Rasul said to him Dost thou love this 
boy ?’ And the mansaid, O Rasul of God! 
may God love thee as I love this son!’ 
Then the Rasul! did not see the boy with his 
father for some time, and he said, ‘ What 
has become of that man’s son?’ They said, 


85 


‘O Rasul! he 1s dead’ And the Rasul said 
to the man ‘ Dost thou not like this, that 
thou wilt find no door of Paradise but thy 
son will be there awaiting thee in order to 
conduct thee into Paradise?’ And another 
man said, ‘O Rasul! 1s this joyful news 
particularly for this man, or for the whole 
of us?’ Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ For all of 
you ’ 


364 


The Rasul visited his mother’s grave, 
and wept, and caused those standing around 
him to weep also, that 1s, wept to such a 
degree as to move the rest 


365 


The Rasul passed by graves in Medinah, 
and turned his face toward them, and 
said, ‘ Peace to you, O people of the graves ! 
May God forgive us and you You have 
passed on before us, and we are following 
you |’ 


366 


A virtuous wife 1s a man’s best trea 
sure 


86 


367 


Verily it 1s better for any of you to 
take your rope and bring a bundle of wood 
upon your back and sell it, in which case 
God guardeth your honour, than to beg of 
people, whether they give or not, if they do 
not give, your reputation suffereth, and you 
return disappointed , and if they give, it 1s 
worse than that for it layeth you under 
obligation 


368 
Monopoly 1s unlawful in Islam 


869 
God 1s gentle and loveth gentleness 


870 
The Rasul said, (when he was in the 
pulpit, and was mentioning the rewards of 
alms, and the advantages of avoiding beg- 
ging) ‘The upper hand 1s better than the 
lower’ , and he said, ‘ The upper hand 1s the 
giver of alms, and the lower 1s the beggar ’ 


371 


Whoever hath food for a day and night, 
it is prohibited him to beg 


87 


872 
Verily it 18 not mght for the rich to ask, 
nor for a strong, robust, person, but it 1s 
allowable for an indigent, very needy person 


378 


I said to the Rasul, ‘May I beg from 
people, O Rasul, when necessitous ?’ Prophet 
Muhammad said, No do not beg, but if 
thou art absolutely compelled, then beg 
from the virtuous ’ 


374 


Paradise 1s not for him who reproacheth 
others with obligation after giving 


875 


Two qualities are not combined in any 
Muslim one avarice, the other a bad dis- 
position 


376 


Every good act, in which 1s approach- 
ing to the court of God 1s charity ! 


_ _ a eee _ _— 





> That 13 the term charity 1s not confined to 
the bestowing of worldly goods but every act 
such as kind words and behaviour which tend to 
promote the happiness of others comes under that 
denomination 


88 


877 


If I were disposed to trouble my dis. 
ciples, verily I would order them to clean 
their teeth at the time of every prayer ' 


878 


Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ It 1s indispens 
able for every Muslim to give alms’ The 
companions said, ‘ But if he hath not any 
thing to give?’ He said, ‘ If he hath nothing, 
he must do a work with his hand, by which to 
obtain something, and benefit himself, and 
give alms with the remainder’ They said, 
‘If he is not able to do that work to benefit 
himself and give alms to others ?’ The Rasul 
said, ‘ Then assist the needy and oppressed ’ 
They said, ‘ If he 1s not able to assist the 
oppressed?’ He said, ‘ Then exhort people 
to do good’ ‘And if he does not?’ He 
said ‘Then let him withhold himself from 
doing harm to people, for verily that is as 
alms and charity for him 

' 879 
Doing justice between two people 1s 
charitv, and assisting a man upon his _ beast 
and lifting his baggage, 1s charity , and 
pure words in which be rewards, and 


‘A Muslim prays five times a day and each 
prayer 1s preceded by the prescribed ablution 


89 


answering a questioner with muldness 1s 
charity , and removing that which 1s an in- 
convenience to man, such as thorns and 
stones, 1s charity 


380 


There 1s no Muslim who planteth a tree, 
or soweth a field and men, birds or 
beasts eat from them, but it 1s charity for 
him 


381 


An adulteress was forgiven who passed 
by a dog at a well, and when the dog was 
holding out his tongue from thirst, which 
was near killing him the woman drew off 
her boot, and tied it to the end of her gar- 
ment, and drew water for the dog and gave 
him to drink and she was forgiven for that 
act 


382 


Prophet Muhammad said, ‘A woman 
was punished for a cat, which she tied, till 
1t died with hunger, and that woman gave 
the cat nothing to eat, nor did she set 1t at 
liberty, so that 1t might have eaten the 
reptiles of the ground 


90 


383 


‘Verily are there rewards for our 
doing good to quadrupeds, and giving them 
water to drink ?’ Prophet Muhammad said, 
‘There are rewards for benefiting every 
animal having a moist liver ’ (2 €, every one 
alive) ! 


884 


Every good act 1s charity , and verily it 
1s of the number of good acts to meet your 
brother with an open countenance, and to 
pour water from your own bag into his 
vessel 


885 


Your smiling in your brother’s face 1s 
charity , and your exhorting mankind to 
virtuous deeds 1s charity and your prohibit- 
ing the forbidden 1s charity, and your 
shewing men the road in the land in which 
they lose it, 1s charity for you and your 
assisting the blind 1s charity for you 


*In the Quran animal life stands on the 
same footing as human life in the sight of God 
There 1s no beast on earth says the Quran nor 
bird which flieth with its wings but the same is a 
people like unto you (mankind)—unto the Lord 
shall they return 


91 


886 


Whoever bringeth the dead land tolife , 
that 1s, cultivateth waste land, for him 1s 
reward therein 


887 


I came to Medinah, and saw a man 
whose counsels men obeyed, and he never 
said anything but they obeyed him I said, 
‘Who is this man? They said ‘ This 1s 
the Rasul of God Then I went to him and 
said, ‘ Give me advice’ Prophet Muhammad 
said, ‘Abuse nobody’ And I never did 
abuse anybody atter that, neither freeman 
nor slave nor camel nor goat And he 
added ‘And it a man abuse thee, and lay 
open a vice which he knoweth in thee , then 
do not disclose one which thou knowest in 
him’ 


888 


Verily, the people of the Rasul’s house 
killed a goat, and the Rasul said, ‘ What 
remaineth of qt?’ ‘ A’ishah said, ‘ Nothing 
but its shoulder, for they have sent the 
whole to the poor and neighbours, except a 
shoulder which remaineth’ The Rasul said, 
‘The whole goat remaineth except its 
shoulder, that 1s, that remaineth which 
they have given away, and what remaineth 
in the house 1s fra)l ’ 


92 


889 


The angels said, ‘O God! Is there any- 
thing of Thy creation harder than rocks?’ 
God said, Yes, iron is harder than rocks, 
for it breaketh them’ The angels said, ‘O 
Lord! Is there anything of Thy creation 
harder than iron ?’ God said, ‘ Yes fire 1s 
harder than iron for it melteth it’ And the 
angels said, ‘O Defender! Is there any- 
thing of Thy creation harder than fire ?’ 
God said, ‘ Yes, water overcometh fire it 
killeth it and maketh it cold ‘Then the 
angels said, ‘ O Lord! Is there anything of 
Thy creation harder than water?’ God 
said, ‘Yes, wind overcometh water 1% 
agitateth it and putteth it in motion’ They 
said, ‘O our Cherisher! Is there anything in 
Thy creation harder than wind?’ God said, 
‘Yes, the children of Adam, giving alms, 
that 1s, those who give with their right 
hands and conceal it from their left, over- 
come all’ 


890 


The most excellent of alms 1s that of a 
man of small property, which he has earned 
by labour, from which he giveth as much as 
he 1s able 


938 


391 


Giving alms to the poor hath the 
reward of one alms, but that given to 
kindred hath two rewards one, the reward 
of alms, the other, the reward of helping 
relations 


392 


A man whilst fasting must abstain 
from all bid expressions, and not even 
resent an Injury 


A keeper of fast, who doth not abandon 
lying and detraction, God careth not about 
his leaving off eating and drinking , thats, 
God doth not accept his fasting 


394 
A man’s first charity should be to his 


own family, if poor 
395 


God saith, ‘I am near the hope of 
whoso putteth it in Me, and Iam with him, 
and near him, when he remembereth Me’ 


94 


396 


God saith, ‘Whoso doth one good act 
for him are ten rewards, and I also give 
more to whomever I] will, and whoso doth 
an ill its retaliation 1s equal to it, or I for 
give him , and whoso seeketh to approach 
Me one span I seek to approach one cubit , 
and whoso seeketh to approach Me, one 
cubit I seek to approach him two fathoms , 
and whoso walketh towards Me I run to- 
wards him and whosocometh before Me with 
the earth full of sins and believeth solely in 
Me him I come before with a front of for 
giveness like that’ 

897 

God saith, ‘ The person I hold asa he 
loved, I am his hearing by which he heareth, 
and I am his sight by which he seeth and I 
am his hands by which he holdeth, and I 
am his feet by which he walketh ’ 


398 


God saith, ‘‘O Man! only follow thou 
My laws, and thou shalt become like unto 
Me and then say, ‘Be’ and behold It 


44¢ Ifa person is in tune with the universe 
and 12 complete harmony with the laws of nature 
then his will is im accord with the Divine will and 
whatever such a person willeth cometh to pass 


95 


8399 


‘There 1s a polish for everything that 
taketh away rust, and the polish for 
the heart 1s the remembrance of God’ 
The companions said, ‘Is not fighting with 
the infidels also Iike this?’ Prophet 
Muhammad said, ‘No, although he fight 
until his sword be broken ! 


400 
God 1s a unit, and liketh unity 


401 


We were with the Rasul on a journey, 
and some men stood up repeating aloud, 
‘God 1s most great’, and the Rasul said, 
‘O men! be easy on yourselves, and do not 
distress yourselves by raising your voices, 
verily you do not call to one deaf or absent, 
but verily to one who heareth and seeth, 
and He is with you, and He to whom you 
pray 1s nearer to you than the neck of your 
came] ”! 


402 


Verily, my heart 1s veiled with melan 
choly and sadness for my followers, and 
verily I ask pardon of God one hundred 
times daily 


*Cf ‘We are nearer him (man) than the 
vital vein —Quran 50, 15 
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403 


Prophet Muhammad said, ‘I would not 
value having the whole wealth of the world 
in the place of this revelation, ‘Say (O 
Muhammad !) O My servants who have 
oppressed your own souls, despair not of the 
mercy of God *! A man said, ‘ What is the 
condition of him who hath associated others 
with God?’ Prophet Muhammad remained 
silent after that he said, ‘Know that him 
also God forgiveth, but on repentance ’ 


404 


A sincere repenter of faults 1s hike him 
who hath committed none 


405 


God saith, ‘ Verily My compassion over 
cometh My wrath’ 


406 


Verily for God are one hundred loving 
kindnesses , one of which He hath sent down 
amongst men, quadrupeds and every mov- 


‘Quran 39 54—Verily all sins doth God 
forgive aye Loving Merciful 1s He! And return 
ye to your Lord and to Him resign yourselves, 
a it 18 too late (Addressed to the apostates from 
slam) 


97 


ing thing upon the face ot earth, then bv it 
they are kind to each other, and forgive one 
another , and by it the animals of the wilds 
are kind to their young and God hath re 
served ninety nine loving kindnesses, by 
which He will be gracious to His creatures 
on the last day 


407 


The Garden is nearer you than the 
thongs of your sandals and the Fire lke- 
wise 


40d 


The Rasul said, ‘Do vou think this 
woman will cast her own child into the fire ?’ 
We said ‘No’ Prophet Muhammad said, 
‘Verily God 1s more compassionate on His 


creatures than this woman on her own 
child ’ 


409 


A man came before the Rasul with a 
carpet, and said, ‘O Rasul! 1 passed through 
a wood, and heard the voices of the young 
of birds, and I took and put them into my 
carpet, and their mother came fluttering 
round my head, and I uncovered the young, 
and the mother fell down upon them, then 
I wrapped them up in my carpet , and there 
are the young which I have’® Then the 


98 


Rasul said, ‘Put them down’ And when 
he did so their mother joined them and 
Prophet Muhammad said, ‘ Do you wonder at 
the affection of the mother towards her 
young? I swear by Him Who hath sent me 
verily God 1s more loving to His creatures 
than the mother to these young birds 
Return them to the place from which ye 
took them, and let their mother be with 
them ’ 


410 


I saw Omar kiss the Black Stone, and 
say, ‘ Verily I know that thou art a stone 
thou dost no good or harm in the world and 
if it was not that I saw Prophet Muhammad 
kiss thee, I would not kiss thee ’? 


411 412 


I said to my mother, ‘ Describe Prophet 
Muhammad to me’ She said, ‘O my little 
son | had you seen him, you would say that 
you had seen a rising sun! 


I never saw anything more beautiful 
than Prophet Muhammad you might say 
the sun was moving 1n his face’ 


? He said this in order that people might not 
worship it 


99 


418 


I served Prophet Muhammad ten years, 
and he never said ‘ Uff’, to me, and never 
said, ‘ Why did you do so?’ and never said, 
“Why did you not do so? 


414 


The Rasul was the handsomest of men, 
and the most liberal, and the most brave 


415 


Lord Muhammad was more modest than 
a virgin behind her curtain 


416 


The other messengers of God had their 
miracles, mine 1s the Qur’an and will remain 
for ever 


417 
There was a slave-girl of Medinah who 
used to take Prophet Muhammad by the 
hand, and lead him wherever she pleased, 
and represent her circumstances to him 


418 
What did Prophet Muhammad do within 
doors ? ‘He used to serve his family, such 
as milking goats, mending shoes and stitch 
ing , and when prayer times came, he would 
go out to perform them ’ 





2 An exclamation expressive of displeasure 
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419 


Prophet Muhammad never struck any 
one, or anything with his own hand and on 
his own account never felt revenge, save 
when people did things unlawful, then he 
would punish 


420 \ 


God saith ‘I was a hidden treasure I 
would fain be known Sol created Man’ 


421 


Prophet Muhammad used to wait upon 
himself 


422 

Prophet Muhammad said ‘ My cherisher 
hath ordered me mine things (1) To rever- 
ence Him, externally and internally, (2) to 
speak true, and with propriety, in prosperity 
and adversity (%) moderation in affluence 
and poverty, (4) to benefit my relations 
and kindred who do not benefit me (5) to 
give alms to him who refuseth me (6) to 
forgive him who injureth me, (7) that my 
silence should be in attaining a knowledge 
of God, (8) that when I speak, I should 
mention Him, (9) that when I look on 
God’s creatures it should be as an example 
for them, and God hath ordered me to 
direct in that which 1s lawful 
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423 


The taker of usury and the giver of it, 
and the writer of its papers and the witness 
to it, are equal in crime 


424 


The holder of a monopoly 1s a sinner 
and offender 


425 


The bringers of grain to the city to sell 
at a cheap rate gain immense advantage by 
it, and whoso heepeth bick grain in order to 
sell at a high rate 1s cursed 


426 
Whoso desireth that God should redeem 
him from the sorrows and travail of the 
last day must delay in calling on poor 


debtors, or forgive the debt in part or 
whole 


427 


A martyr shall be pardoned every fault 
but debt 
428 


Whoso hath a thing wherewith to dis 
charge a debt, and refuseth to do it, 1t 1s 
right to dishonour and punish him 
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429 


Give the labourer his wage before his 
perspiration be dry 


430 


Do not prevent your women from com 
ing to the mosque’ but their homes are 
better for them 


431 


What was in the beginning? Prophet 
Muhammad said, God was, and nothing 
was with Him and He created His imperial 
throne upon water, and everything was in 
the tablet of His memory 


432 


When were you confirmed a messenger ? 
‘I was when Adam was yet between soul 
and body ’” 


‘I was near God and Adam was still in 
his own clay ’” 


433 


Deal gently with the people, and be not 
harsh cheer them and contemn them not 
And ye will meet with many ‘ People of the 
Book ’ who will question thee, what 1s the 
key to heaven? Reply to them (the key to 
heaven 1s) to testefy to the truth of God, and 
to do good work 


108 


434 


Do you love your Creator ? Love your 
fellow beings first 


435 


To listen to the words of the learned, 
and to instil into others the lessons of 
science, 1s better than religious exercises 


436 


The ink of the scholar is more holy 
than the blood of the martyr 


437 


He who leaveth home in search of 
knowledge, walketh in the path of God 


438 


One hour’s meditation on the work of 
the Creator 1s better than seventy years of 


prayei 
439 


Every moral agent 1s furthered to his 
own conduct 


440 


God 1s pure and loveth purity and 
cleanliness 
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441 


God hath treasuries aneath the Throne, 
the keys whereof are the tongues of poets 


442 


The acquisition of knowledge 1s a duty 
incumbent on every Muslim, male and 
female 


448 


Acquire knowledge It enableth its 
possessor to distinguish right from wrong , 
it lghteth the way to Heaven, it 1s our 
triend in the desert, our society in solitude, 
our companion when friendless, 1t guideth 
us to happiness, it sustaineth us in misery, 
it 1s an ornament amongst friends, and an 
armour against enemies ! 


444 


With knowledge man niseth to the 
heights of goodness and to a noble position, 
associateth with sovereigns in this world, 
and attaineth to the perfection of happiness 
in the next. 


7The present-day Muslims should bear in 


mind this remarkable utterance of the ° Illiterate 
Prophet 
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445 


O Lord! grant to me the love of Thee 
grant that I love those that love Thec, grant 
that I may do the deeds thit win Thv love 
make Thy love dearer to me than self 
family or than wealth 


446 


O Lord! I make my complaint unto 
[hee out of my feebleness and the vanity 
of my wishes I am insignificant in the sight 
of men O Thou most merciful! Lord of the 
weak ! Thou art my Lord! Forsake me not 
Teave me not a prey to strangers, nor to 
mine enemies If Thou art not offended, I 
am safe I seek refuge in the hght of Thy 
countenance, by which all darkness 1s dis 
pelled and peace cometh in the Here and 
the Hereafter Solve Thou my difficulties as 
it pleaseth Thee There is no power, no 
strength, save in Thee ' 


This prayer was uttered by Propbet Muhammad 
in a Moment of deep distress The idolators of 
Taif had driven him out of the city The rabble 
and the slaves followed hooting and pelting him 
with stones until the evening Wounded and 
bleeding footsore and weary he betook himself to 
prayer 


447 


Keep fast and eat also stay awake at 
night and sleep also, for verily there is a 
duty on you to your body, not to labour 
overmuch so thit ye may not get ill and 
destroy yourselves, and verily there 1s a 
duty on you to your eyes ye must some- 
times sleep and give them rest and verily 
there 1s a duty on you to your wife, and to 
your visitors and guests that come to see 
you ye must talk to them, and nobody 
hath kept fast who fasted always, the fast 
of three days in every month 1s equal to 
constant fasting then keep three days’ fast 
in every month 


448 


It was said to the Rasul, ‘O Messenger 
of God! curse the infidels ’ Prophet 
Muhammad said, ‘I amnot sent for this, 
nor was I sent but as a mercy to mankind 


449 


Usamah bin Zaid relates from the 
Rasul, in the words of God ‘ After that I 
gave a book of laws, to those that were 
selected from My servants, then some of 
these injure their own souls, some of them 
observea medium 1n their actions and some 


of them are swift in goodness’ Prophet 
Muhammad said, ‘ All of them are in Para 
dise, agreeable to thesr difference sn eminence 
and degree’ 


450 


What is Paradise ? Prophet Muhammad 
said, ‘It 1s what the eye hath not seen, nor 
the ear heard, nor ever flashed across the 
mind of man’ 


451 


Verily God will send to this people at 
the beginning of each age, him who shal] 
renew its religion 
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